MISSION
Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism, was founded in 1934 – one of the oldest departments in Voronezh State University, based its activities on the fundamental educational and scientific traditions.

Department is formed as the largest centre of training highly qualified personnel in the field of geography, hydrometeorology, geoecology and tourism (bachelors, masters, postgraduate students, PhDs).
Outstanding scientists such as physical geographers B.P. Ditmar and F.N. Mil’kov; economic geographers K.N. Mirotvortsev and G.T. Grishin; hydrologist N.P. Chebotarev, climatologists A.V. Shipchinskiy and S.I. Kostin have created All-Russian and world-famous department. They laid the foundations of fundamental ecological and geographical education that defines the modern image of the Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism.

Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism retains its uniqueness as the only educational and scientific unit at the University, the structure of which is formed in the synthesis of natural and social sciences.
Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism helps to ensure a fundamental higher education in three licensed areas: "05.03.02 - Geography," "05.03.06 - Ecology and Nature management", "43.03.02 - Tourism", forming of future graduates broad geopolitical thinking, geosystem knowledge of the landscape and geographical patterns of the region and the world as a whole, economic and geographical principles of territorial organization of the economy and society, the basis of rational nature management and environmental monitoring.

With highly qualified specialists in different areas of Earth Sciences, the Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism, along with fundamental knowledge about the nature and society, initiates the development of students' competencies in the applied educational programmes which are related to landscape management, socio-geographical regional studies, human ecology, hydrometeorology, ecological tourism and tour operating, eco-analytical and GIS technologies.
Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism intends to hold the leadership among similar university centres of Russia, actively promoting personnel in education, design and research organizations working in the field of ecological planning and environmental impact assessment; regional natural resource and environment protection agencies; controls and programming, as well as in environmentally oriented business and business tourism.
All-round humanistic education with in-depth study of pedagogy, foreign languages, basics of ecological law and GIS-technologies enables graduates to successfully compete in today's job market.
Developing on the traditions of the world famous Voronezh landscape school, the Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism is active in the modern scientific directions aimed at study of landscape ecological conditions and natural resource potential in the Central Black Soil Region, the territorial organization of the economy in the region, ecological and geographical bases of rational nature management. 
The staff of the Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism  is developing dynamically innovative research areas which are related to electronic mapping, complex regional researches and regional diagnosis, long-term forecasting of hydrometeorological phenomena and environmental risks, bioindication, environmental geochemistry, modern methods of evaluation of water potential areas and geo-environmental monitoring.
With sufficient potential for integration into the global educational environment, department purposefully expands innovation activity and partnership with foreign university centres in Europe, Asia and Africa.
Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism generates naturalistic worldview among students - the future experts in the field of nature and environmental protection. This is the special role of the department in the education of patriots of the country. The priorities are patriotic education and interethnic tolerance, historical continuity and geographical culture, mature citizenship and love for the Fatherland.
Keeping the educational and scientific leadership among similar educational departments of classical universities of Russia, the Department of Geography, Geoecology and Tourism of Voronezh State University is one of the leading centres of ecological and geographical education, ensuring fundamentality, continuity, sustainable and innovative development.
